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shows the ideal basis of his communal attitudes. He visu-
alized a world brotherhood, and supported Islam as a com-
munity because Islam as a religion preached world brother-
hood. Whether that community was in fact tending to-
wards a world-wide united society, or whether other social
forces might in fact be working to that end equally or more,
did not occupy his attention. The objective fact that com-
munalism in India of his day was the most divisive of all
superficial movements, did not deter him. Because Islam
has the ideas of world fraternity, of social justice, etc., he
deemed that Islam should be supported.
This idealist fallacy vitiated his thinking throughout.
We have already   noticed   that he  theoretically   defined
Islam as dynamic righteousness; but in practice he defined
it as a given Indian community  which in ninety-nine cases
out of a hundred is Muslim in the sense of comprising indi-
viduals whose parents were Muslim in somewhat the same
sense.   Iqbal said, and only the bigoted could dispute the
saying, that to take Islam to-day seriously, intelligently,
progressively, is to recognize as righteousness not the lip-
service to the name of God or the  name of Islam, nor yet
the formal practice of an outworn ritual, but the actual
creative   and value-realizing  activity   of progressive and
vibrantly   good men   everywhere.     He   said    that    the
intellectual denial of God may be an intellectual error;
but to deny life and love is sin.   That is, IqbSl had the
wit to recognize that there is a  company of men who
are * really Muslim \ and that this is not necessarily the
same group as those who are Muslim in name.   The first
group surely comprises socialists, communists, hearty pa-
gans, * atheist' medical doctors,   Hindu famine-relievers,
Christian sanitary engineers, whoever is doing good.   The
second group comprises all those persons in India, of what-
ever   character, who  are  not   nominally  or traditionally
Hindu, Christian, Sikh, or 4 other \   Iqbal loved Islam, and
felt a profound loyalty to it.   But when faced with two
communities, the one * really' Muslim according to his own
definition and the other nominally so, he applied his loyalty